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Proffitt & Cox attorney appointed chair of the S.C. Bar’s Practice and Procedure Committee

   Proffitt & Cox, LLP is pleased to announce that Ronald B. Cox has been appointed Chair of the Practice and Procedure Committee of the South Carolina Bar by Bar President Carl Solomon. Cox began his term effective July 1, 2010.
[image: ]   The Practice and Procedure Committee of the South Carolina Bar studies and makes recommendations regarding the rules and law pertaining to practice and procedure. The Committee’s continuing mission is to contribute to the improvement of the operation of the judicial system. The Committee addresses issues of practice and  
 (
         
Ron Cox
)procedure in all South Carolina courts, including the Circuit Court, the Family Court, and the Magistrate Court.
   Ron Cox, a founding partner with Proffitt & Cox, practices law in Columbia. His 14-year practice of law has focused upon civil litigation on behalf of individuals and businesses in personal injury cases, class actions, and commercial disputes. Cox is a magna cum laude graduate of the University of South Carolina-Aiken where he earned his degree in Business Administration. He received his Juris Doctor from the University of South Carolina School of Law. Cox has served on the South Carolina Bar’s practice and procedure committee since 2000. Cox has also previously served on the Bar’s Lawyer-Accountant Relations Committee and the Lawyers Helping Lawyers Committee. Cox is also an active member of the Richland County Bar and the John Belton O’Neall Inn of Court.


FDA says prescription drug prescribed to millions may cause serious or fatal heart rhythm abnormalities

   Proffitt & Cox is reviewing cases for potential representation in which a person has suffered heart rhythm problems and serious adverse effects after taking the prescription painkillers Darvon, Darvocet or the generic equivalent, propoxyphene.
   The manufacturer of the controversial prescription pain medication Darvon and Darvocet has agreed to withdraw the medication from the U.S. market, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration recently announced.
   Xanodyne Pharmaceuticals Inc. makes the brand version of the medication propoxyphene. The FDA also has asked generic manufacturers of propoxyphene-containing products to voluntarily remove their products as well, based on Xanodyne’s decision. The medical problems caused by Darvon and Darvocet are potentially serious or even fatal heart rhythm abnormalities, according to the FDA. The FDA has concluded, based on clinical and epidemiological data, that the risks of the medication outweigh the benefits.
   The FDA has told physicians to stop prescribing propoxyphene to their patients, and recommends that patients who are currently taking the drug should contact their health care professional as soon as possible to discuss switching to another pain management therapy. Propoxyphene is an opioid used to treat mild to moderate pain. The FDA estimates that 10 million prescriptions for the medications were written in 2009 alone.
   The drug was first approved by the FDA in 1957. It has been sold by prescription under various names, including as a stand-alone medication (e.g., Darvon) or in combination with acetaminophen (e.g., Darvocet). The FDA reported that it has received two requests to remove propoxyphene from the market since 1978.
   The FDA previously had concluded that the benefits of propoxyphene for pain relief at recommended doses outweighed the safety risks of the drug.
   If you or a loved one took Darvon or Darvocet pain medication, or a generic equivalent containing propoxyphene, and suffered abnormal heart rhythms or other serious adverse effects, contact the lawyers at Proffitt & Cox for a free consultation to discuss your legal rights.


Bank settles case in which husband was allowed to use wife’s home equity line of credit without her knowledge or consent

   A client of Proffitt & Cox recently reached a favorable settlement with a bank that had allowed the client’s then-husband to obtain a substantial amount of funds from the client’s home equity line of credit.
   The withdrawals occurred during a period of several months when the client, who was pregnant with the couple’s first child when the withdrawals began, was preoccupied with her pregnancy and the joys and duties of a young mother. The house and line of credit were solely in the client’s name.  The husband had no legal right to access the funds without the client’s knowledge and consent.
   The husband used the funds in the operation of businesses he owned and controlled. Although the bank denied liability and insisted the client had failed to timely check her monthly statements, evidence gathered in the case revealed the bank had violated the law and failed to follow its internal policies by allowing the unauthorized draws on the line of credit.  
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Loss of consortium:  Loss of a helpful hand and a smiling face

   Loss of consortium is a claim you may bring when there is a disruption of the marriage relationship caused by an injury. Marriage is a legally sanctioned relationship. When you or your husband or wife is injured in a way that interferes with your relationship with each other, you may be able to receive damages for loss of consortium.
   Loss of consortium goes beyond the sexual relationship between a husband and wife. It also includes aspects of your relationship that provide you with support, affection and companionship. A claim for loss of consortium by the spouse of the injured person usually is brought in conjunction with the injured spouse’s claim. If you or someone you know has been injured in a car wreck, on the job or in some other manner, contact the lawyers at Proffitt & Cox for a free consultation. 
 
	Proffitt & Cox, LLP

	Founded in 2009, Proffitt & Cox, LLP, provides legal services in South Carolina and North Carolina from its office in Northeast Columbia. The firm’s primary focus is complex civil litigation, representing individuals, local businesses, national, and international clients in the areas of personal injury, workers’ compensation, class actions, insurance/bad faith, professional liability, business disputes, and construction law. Visit us at www.proffittcox.com.
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