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UNinsured and UNDERinsured Motorist Coverage:  Why Should I Buy Such Coverage On My Car?

   Insurance is a complex topic that lawyers struggle with, so it’s no wonder it often perplexes the lay person. Many people misunderstand uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage on their vehicle policies.
   The essentials really are not too complicated.  Uninsured coverage protects you when another driver causes bodily injury to you. The at-fault driver has no vehicle insurance, so you must look to your own policy to cover your damages.  South Carolina law requires every vehicle policy to include a minimum of $25,000 (bodily injury to one person) and $50,000 (bodily injury to two or more persons) of uninsured coverage.
[image: ]   Underinsured coverage protects you when another driver causes bodily injury to you. The at-fault driver has insurance, but the amount is not sufficient to cover your damages. After collecting the amount provided by the at-fault driver’s policy, you may look to your own policy to cover your damages. Underinsured coverage is voluntary; the law does not require the purchase of any minimum amount.
   Every motorist should buy both types of coverage on every vehicle owned in the same amount as the liability limits on the vehicles if he or she can reasonably afford it. Various studies have reported that 10 percent of drivers in South Carolina are riding around in uninsured vehicles. That percentage likely has increased given the poor state of the economy.
   In addition, many drivers purchase only the statutorily required minimum liability limits of $25,000/$50,000. The result is that, if you are in a wreck caused by another driver and suffer serious injuries, you may one day get the bad news that the at-fault driver either has no insurance or is grossly underinsured. 
   Another reason to purchase such coverage is that it may be “stacked” in many instances when certain requirements are met. Thus, if you have $100,000 in underinsured coverage on your two vehicles, you would have up to $200,000 in such coverage available.
   Proffitt & Cox is experienced in sorting through complex insurance coverage issues and will be glad to assist you in your legal case.


Defective Products Cause Numerous Injuries Every Year

   As consumers, we trust manufacturers to provide us with safe products that work as they are advertised to work. When a product causes harm to a person due to faulty manufacturing, defective design or insufficient instructions and warnings, the manufacturer, supplier or retailer may be responsible for the damages.
   Product liability cases come in three basic flavors. In a design defect case, the plaintiff alleges that the design of the product was defective or below the industry standard in some way. An example is a safety guard on a machine that, if better designed based on information known or available to the company, would have prevented an injury.  In a manufacturing defect case, the plaintiff alleges that, although the design was proper, one particular item was defectively

made and caused an injury.  In a warning defect case, the plaintiff alleges that warnings or instructions about the use of a product were either not given or insufficient.
   If you have been injured by a defective product, Proffitt & Cox will be glad to discuss your legal rights.


Punitive Damages Intended to Punish Wrongdoer and Prevent Similar Bad Behavior in Future

   Punitive damages go above and beyond plaintiff reimbursement and may be sought in addition to compensatory damages in appropriate cases.  Compensatory damages reimburse individuals for harm endured as the result of someone else’s actions. Punitive damages punish the person who caused the harm and deter similar conduct in the future.
   To be eligible for punitive damages, you must establish that the person who caused your injuries did so with recklessness or malicious intent. Reckless or malicious behavior occurs when someone knows or should have known that his behavior will harm someone, but he chose to behave that way anyway. This differs from negligence, which simply means someone was careless. 
   Despite the outcry among some in the business community, punitive damages are not routinely awarded. When jurors do so, it is because they are firmly convinced that the award is necessary to punish the defendant and ensure such behavior does not occur in the future.

Are Those TV Judges For Real?

   Judges and lawyers usually cringe when they catch a glimpse of judge on one of those afternoon television shows, where real people with sometimes wacky problems go before a camera to resolve their disputes. Most of the TV judges were once real judges who have retired from their government jobs in order to seek fame and fortune before the cameras.  Whether it’s Judge Judy or Judge Joe Brown on the bench, there are sure to be some things said that are rarely, if ever, heard in a real courtroom.  They are more interested in providing entertainment than justice. If the ratings drop, the producer might hand the judge’s gavel (and big salary) to somebody else.
    (
What real judges do on a daily basis does not look much like those TV courtrooms.
)   South Carolina, like every state, has rules of judicial conduct which every judge is required to follow. Some rules should not even be necessary: Don’t accept bribes or gifts or anything that looks like a bribe. Others are less obvious: Don’t participate in certain political and community activities because it may be improper, or at least appear improper, and reduce public confidence in the judiciary.
   Anyone who spends much time in a South Carolina courtroom will quickly learn that real judges, on the whole, are learned, polite and patient. They don’t make snide comments; nor do they make funny ones. What real judges do on a daily basis does not look much like those TV courtrooms. Their goal is not to build a laugh track and pump the ratings, but to follow the law and do justice to everyone who comes before them.
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